Presuppositions vs. Mind-Reads: The Critical Distinction
Key Differentiators
	Presupposition (P)
	Mind-Read (MR)

	Embedded in language (nouns, verbs, adjectives)
	Assumed without evidence

	Unconscious acceptance required to process sentence
	Implies knowledge of others’ internal states

	Example: "John stopped arguing" (presupposes he was arguing)
	Example: "John hates conflict" (assumes his feelings)



Interactive Exercise Breakdown
Example 1:
"I’m not sure whether I should stop ______."
A. He has a wife
· P (Presupposition) → The word "wife" exists in the original statement.
B. He loves his wife
· MR (Mind-Read) → No explicit reference to "love" in the original.
C. He currently beats his wife
· P (Presupposition) → "Stop beating" presupposes the action occurs.
D. He’s a lowlife slob who should be shot
· MR (Mind-Read) → Judgmental assumption with zero linguistic anchors.

Why This Matters in Practice
Presuppositions are tools for influence:
· "When you implement this strategy..." (presupposes compliance)
Mind-Reads are pitfalls that destroy rapport:
· "You’re resisting this idea" (assumes client state without evidence)

Corporate Application: Clean Language Protocol
Replace Mind-Reads With:
1. Presuppositional Inquiry:
a. "What had you considering this option?" (presupposes consideration occurred)
2. Sensory-Based Questions:
a. "What do you notice about this solution?" (avoids assuming their judgment)
[bookmark: _GoBack]
