Mediation & Nominalizations: A Strategic NLP Framework
These NLP processes are highly effective in mediation scenarios. The core strategy? Chunk up systematically until you reach a point of mutual agreement—specifically, a shared nominalization.
Now, nominalizations (which we’ll explore further in the Milton and Metz models) are abstract nouns representing processes. Think of them as "wheelbarrow-proof" words—you can’t physically place them in a wheelbarrow because they’re verbs disguised as nouns.
For example:
· Concrete nouns (car, wheels, doors) = Wheelbarrow-compatible.
· Nominalizations (transportation, movement, communication) = Wheelbarrow-defying.
Why? Because "transportation" isn’t an object—it’s the process of transporting, frozen linguistically into a noun. Same with "communication" (the act of communicating) or "existence" (the state of existing).
Key Application in Mediation:
1. Chunk up to the highest-level nominalization where agreement exists.
2. Only chunk back down as fast as consensus allows.
This technique is critical for negotiations—whether resolving conflicts or leading corporate discussions. (We dive deeper into advanced applications in the Master Practitioner training.)
Next: Intuition.

